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 I had not heard of the “hug lady” until this pass 

Saturday, January 2, 2016.  Because of the political na-

ture of most stories, I usually avoid the national news 

shows as much as possible.  However, that day I hap-

pened to be watching the last segment.  The news was 

that the hug lady had died. 

 Her name was Elizabeth Laird and her unique 

relationship with the service men and women of Fort 

Hood began in 2003.  It started rather simply.  After one 

young man hugged her, another wanted to do so, and 

then another, and so on.  It was estimated at her death that she had given over 

500,000 hugs.  She wanted each soldier to feel loved and appreciated, so she 

made her way to the base to greet groups, whether large or small.  For much of 

the time, she was in the midst of her own battle with breast cancer. 

 Elizabeth died Christmas Eve, 2015, at the age of 83.  However, that did 

not occur before she had been visited and hugged by many of those whom she 

had helped previously.  Glowing tributes were offered at her passing, and many 

people attended her funeral.  All of this because of one simple gesture which any-

one can offer. 

 The hug ladies story reminds me of a couple of things which are so im-

portant in living for God.  First, we are to appreciate one another.   

…...Continued  

Sunday Worship                                                                                                                                              

Bible Study 9:30 am  Worship 10:30 am                                                                                                  

Evening Worship 6 pm                                                                                                                                           

Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm                                                                                                    

www.bptchurch.com 

A Time to Embrace 

ACTIVITIES FOR JULY: 

 Breakfast at Eat’n Park– Tuesday, July 19 –8:30 am (All are invited) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:      

Local Friday Night Sing:  Oakhurst church of Christ, Farmington, WV—July 15  -7 pm 

 

….You are truly making a difference in people’s lives in East Africa.  Thank You, Mike Reese 

Dear Brethren at Bridgeport, 

 This is to let you know that I have already got in time, the support money you sent me 

through the Charlotte Avenue congregation.  I am thankful for this and write to let you know 

how much I appreciate this grace from you who are at Bridgeport church of Christ.  We at the 

preaching school have begun the final quarter in this second year, after which we are looking 

forward to graduating 20 preacher students whom we are training.  My family and I keep you 

in our prayers.  God be with you all.                                                                           -Elias 

 

 

 

 

 

WVCYC (WV Christian Youth Camp) Dates:  

(Registration Forms are available on the tables!! 

Intermediate Week (Ages 11-14)- July 10-15 

Junior Week (Ages 7-11)-July 17-22 

All Age Week (Ages 8-18)-July 24-30 

Singing Emphasis Week (Ages 12-18)- July 31-August 6 

To Send Mail to Our Campers: 

WVCYC  

425 Youth Camp Drive 

Pennsboro, WV  26415 

Camp Phone: 304-659-3244 



Prayers– Family & Friends 

 Mardell Hager (Linda’s Friend)-continuing to have health issues. 

 Joan Newberry -having heart problems. 

 Timmy Wilson (Friend of Jessica Kerns)-22 years old & was diagnosed with a brain tumor. 

 Charlie Dixon (Tammy Greathouse’s cousin)-37 years old & has a brain tumor. 

 Betty Tumlin & Jerry Eagle (Mike Eagle’s Aunt & Uncle)- they are both at UHC for health issues.  

 Ken Fortney’s Sister-in-law– recovering from cancer surgery. 

(If you have a prayer request or need to put something in the bulletin– Please email or write it down 
and give to Julie Armstrong before Thursday of that week:  bgptchurchofchrist@yahoo.com) 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries: 
 11-Bradley Greathouse    

15-Macy Holbert/ Doretta Holbert   

17-Ronnie Holbert  19-Colt Sutton  22-Brooklyn 

Richmond  24-Ryan Vilain/ Ed & Lois Jenkins (A)  

27-Vicki Kerns 

Prayers– Those of Our Congregation 

 Our shut-in’s: Helen Potts  & Jackie Moore  

 Bob & Jackie  Moore 

 Pigott Family 

 Mary Kate Riffle– doing mission work in Nepal.  

 Robbie, Micah, Cyan & Naomi Nichols & Family 

 Richard & Stacey Hausler & family– the passing of his grandmother, Helen Shorb.   

 Ed, Sharon, Aaliyah Loy & Family 

 Ronnie Holbert– Beginning Aug. 1 he will start a 4 week treatment to receive shots in his back. 

Our Record: July 3 
 Sunday Morning Assembly 

131 
 Sunday Bible Class 

93 
Sunday Evening  

63 
Wednesday Bible Study 

                 88 
  Contribution (Budget $3,400) 

                                  $2,896 

 

Continued from the front…… 

When we are told to love (John 13:34, 35; 1 Corinthians 13:13: 16:14; 1 John 4:11), we are 

not commanded to embrace.  But, hugging is a very clear demonstration of love and appreci-

ation (Acts 20:27). 

 Secondly, hugging is something any Christian can do.  Public speaking ability, in-

depth Bible knowledge, as well as many other traits some desire, are not necessary.  It is a 

simple universal gesture of acceptance and appreciation.  You may not be as eloquent, or as 

wise, or as talented as you would want to be, but you can do something for a brother or sister 

in Christ that will affect them for many years—hug them.  It is a gift that will be returned to you 

several times over.  Truly, there is “a time to embrace” (Ecclesiastes 3:5).              -Lance Cordle 

 

July Card Distributor: Lillian Armstrong & Hannah Currey 

July Baptismal Garments: Linda Williams 

Greeters:  July 10-Shawna Devericks & Caitlyn Moore 

July 17-Carson Currey & Conner Buffington   July 24-Cordell Hutcheson & Curtis Sleeth 

July 31-Samantha Holbert & Macy Holbert 

  Elders: Raymond Anderson, Lafe Hutcheson & Stan Williams 

  Deacons:   Gene Wright, Don Riffle, Robert Armstrong, Robbie Nichols 

& Robbie Buffington 

  Minister: Ryan Currey  Phone:    (304) 842-6738             

Harding University Global Outreach 

– Nepal 

 Mary Kate Riffle is living with a  

Missionary who does daily Bible studies in 

his home with about 10 people.  He is de-

veloping a skill center in the area & teaches 

a class there in which Mary Kate will help 

with.  She will be taking language lessons 

and giving some English lessons also.  

(Pictures include Mary Kate with her 

Suitemate, Marie) 


