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    I didn’t run many races when I was a kid.  I was too 

fat for that.  In fact, if I ever actually participated with the 

skinny folk, there was no doubt I would lose.  That is, unless I 

was racing my friend Darrell.  He was a bit chunky in the 

midsection, and had an affinity for Doritos and Dr. Pepper, 

like myself.  So, from time to time, when all of our skinny 

friends went home, or were busy, we would occasionally, for 

kicks, race each other.  It was the only time I stood a chance.  

Not much of one, mind you, but a chance nonetheless.  The 

odds were good enough that I wouldn’t hesitate to try and 

beat him. 

 Needless to say, our races were short.  I mean, we weren’t going to casually bust 

out a 440m sprint.  We would do well to run 40 yards.  However, they were intense bat-

tles of whose lungs would gas out first, whose legs would buckle under the immense 

pressure, and whose body would overheat and ultimately give up.  Because let’s be hon-

est, a pair of 175 lb 11 year olds weren’t making it that far.  These were no feats of athlet-

ic prowness, and no one was there to watch; although, I’m sure a few people would pay 

to see it.  I took them seriously.  I knew the only way I was going to win was to keep my 

head forward, focus on the finish line, and run as hard as I could.  You see, in a race, you 

never, ever, ever look back!  Why?  Because if you look back, you lose!  You always 

keep your eye on the finish line.                                       Continued….                                               
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Look Back & You Lose 

ACTIVITIES FOR AUGUST: 

 Pleasant Acres Anniversary Dinner– Saturday, August 5  -6 pm At Pleasant Acres (Meat is Pro-
vided, Please bring a side dish or dessert)  

 Song Request Singing Emphasis-Sunday, August 6  -6 pm (A sign-up sheet is posted on the 
back bulletin to write down your requests) 

 Ladies Annual Planning Meeting-Tuesday, August 8  -7 pm downstairs.  Dessert will be served!  
(All Ladies are encouraged to attend to sign-up for activities throughout the year and to discuss 
upcoming events) 

 Teen Night/ L2L– Saturday, August 12 –6 pm at Jeremy Sutton’s office 

 Teen Night’s– Saturday, August 19 –6 pm (Hosted by: The Hutcheson’s) & Saturday, August 26  
-6 pm (Hosted by: The O’Connell’s) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
 WV Christian Youth Camp Dates: (Registration forms are available on the tables) 

  
  Singing Emphasis Week-July 30-August 5  (Ages: 12-18) 

 
To Send Mail to our Campers: 

WVCYC 
425 Youth Camp Drive 
Pennsboro, WV 26415 

 
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Elders: Raymond Anderson, Lafe Hutcheson & Stan Williams 

  Deacons:   Gene Wright, Don Riffle, Robert Armstrong, Robbie Nichols ,Jeremy Sutton 

& Robbie Buffington 

  Minister: Ryan Currey  Phone:    (304) 842-6738             



Prayers– Family & Friends 

 Tony Hurtado (Sally Harper’s Father) 

 Cassie Craig (Cheryl Kelch’s sister)- To send a card: 22580 Hoyle Circle Maxton, NC 28364 

 Mike Yost 

 Micah’s Family– struggling through some things after the passing of her Aunt. 

 Nancy Farley– slowly improving. 

 Dick Ray (Cathy Hart’s Father)- slowly improving from a recent fall. 

 Sally Harper’s Father in law– fell from a ladder & recovering from back surgery. 

 Tyler Hawkins– deployed, will return in  February. 

 Nancy Hillagus-recovering from surgery from a car accident. 

August Birthdays &  
Anniversaries: 

1-Helen Potts 2-Wendell Skidmore  

6-Terri Vilain  7-PJ Wilson  10-Gene & Joyce 

Wright (A)  12-Sherri Gallagher  18-Kaitlyn Vi-

lain  20-Ryan & Megan Currey (A)  21-Logan 

Harper  25-Jonathan Hartman/ Alan Shreves  28

-Nathaniel Harper  30-Darrell Eddy  31-Cindy 

Buffington/ Danalea O’Connell 

Prayers– Those of Our Congregation 

 Our shut-in’s: Helen Potts, Jackie Moore & Brenda Fortney 

 Bob & Jackie  Moore 

 Vanessa Sandy 

 Brenda Fortney-recently in the hospital-recovering from a heart attack. 

 Adam O’Connell– had a spot removed on face, came back as cancer. 

        Our Record: July 23 
            Sunday Morning Assembly 

95 
                 Sunday Bible Class 

64 
Sunday Evening  

59 
      Wednesday Bible Study             

59 
        Contribution (Budget $3,400) 

                                  $3,960 

Continued from the front…. 

 Everyone knows that!  Except for maybe Christians.  We forget that this life is a race, and we 

absolutely must finish strong.  Jesus said in Luke 9:62, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and 

looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  Brethren, your hand is on the plow, and you have no other 

option, but to look ahead and get to work.  It’s simple.  Look back, and you may very well lose some-

thing far more important than a silly little race.  Looking back may cost you your soul! 

-Jeremy Tucker 

 

  

Card Distributor: Cheryl Kelch 

July Baptismal Garments: Wendi Eagle 

(July- Greeters Needed) 

(If you have a prayer request or need to put something in the bulletin– Please email or write it down 

and give it to Julie Armstrong before Thursday of that week:  bgptchurchofchrist@yahoo.com) 

The Hottest Spice…. 

 The hottest spice is believed to be the Red Sav-

ina Habanero pepper developed by GNS Spices of Wal-

nut, California.  A single grain will produce detectable 

heat in 1,272 pounds of bland sauce. 

 Is your good influence detectable in a crowd?  

Jesus spoke of influence in the Sermon on the Mount, “Ye, are the salt of the earth, 

but if the salt has lost its savor...It is good for nothing but to be cast out” (Matthew 

5:13, 14). 

 We are God’s “spice” to influence His world for good.  There are two ways 

that we may influence others: by words and by deeds.  People are more affected by 

what they see than what they hear.  What do they see in your life and mine?  Do 

they see devotion to Christ, shown by faithful attendance at Bible study and wor-

ship?  Do they see someone truly striving to live like Christ, or do they see someone 

who is indifferent and compromising?  Will God say to us on that final day, “Well 

done, thou good and faithful servant” or will He say, “Depart from me, I never knew 

you” (Matthew 25:12). 

-Kenneth Davis 


