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 Wild animals in West Virginia are mainly vege-

tarian.  We worry about crops or flowers, and sometimes 

chickens or small pets but for the most part our local 

wildlife is relatively tame.  In the south, especially the 

deep south, there is one rule for wildlife:  eat or be eaten.  

Last week while in South Carolina, I watched the local 

wildlife in a lagoon just outside our kitchen window.  

The lagoon had alligators and great egrets and blue her-

ons and they all had one thing on their mind…food!   

 These animals are some of the best hunters in the 

world.  And for southern hunters, growing up surrounded 

by such proficient predators must have an impact on their hunting skills and atti-

tudes.  Thus the secret to tenacious hunters, and southern hunters are tenacious, is 

to be surrounded by equally tenacious wildlife. 

 Of course the above illustration is true no matter what your occupation, 

hobby, or life goal.  If you want to better yourself, surround yourself with experts.  

If you want to be great you must have great mentors and influences.  The same is 

true with God. 

 Peter challenges us, “but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in 

all your conduct” (1Peter 1:15).  To be holy means to be set apart, to be excellent in 

your faith to God.  We cannot begin to fulfill this mission without surrounding our-

selves with God.            ...Continued 
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Becoming Experts 

ACTIVITIES FOR JULY 

 Elders & Deacons  Meeting– Tuesday July 2nd at 6 PM 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 The girls that are making the cookbook, please have the cover done by July 14th.  

 We will be making sugar cookies on Sunday August 18th at 3 PM. You can make, take and eat 
your cookies. 

 Ladies of the church, if you haven't turned in your recipes yet, please do so by July 1st. Please 
remember to sign your recipes. Thank you, Evelyn 

 WV Christian Youth Camp Dates:  (Registration Forms are available on the tables)  

Senior Week– June 30– July 6  Intermediate Week– July 7– July 12 

Junior Week– July 14– July 19  All Age Week– July 21– July 27 

Singing Emphasis Week– July 28-August 3 

 

UPCOMING FRIDAY NIGHT SINGS:  

 July 5-Cairo Church of Christ 

 July 12-Oakhurst Church of Christ 

 July 19-Blueville Church of Christ 

 July 26-Little Hocking Church of Christ 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers– Family & Friends 

 Mike Yost 

 Ester Lewis-home bound.  

 Marshall Doll-Cancer 

 Dan Hatfield 

 Brandi Garner-Chemo treatments 

 Becky Britton-Had surgery on Friday 

 Beth Carder 

 Kay Burnett-metastatic breast cancer 

 Delma Thompson 

 Erin Murphy-Stage 3 Hodgkin's Lymphoma.  

 Dave Jones 

 Maurice Young (Kristina Riffle’s dad) 

 Paula Garner (Valerie Neill’s Aunt) 

 Karen (Sharon Loy’s Cousin)-Liver & Colon Caner 

 Bonnie Snabley-Cancer 

 Mary Kaufman (Brandi Garner’s Grandmother)-

Congestive Heart Failure 

 Landman Family-Baby Athan- liver transplant 

 Christine Craig (Cheryl’s Sister) -Broke her leg.  

 Evelyn’s Sister Louise-Health Issues 

 Cheryl’s Mom 

 Steve Williams-Knee Recovery 

 Christy Williams-Retina Tear 

 Faith Eagle-will be having back surgery in the next 

few months 

June/July Birthdays & Anniversaries: 
29-Lois Jenkins 8-Don & Kristina Riffle (A)

15-Doretta Holbert/Mark & Megan Jones 

(A) 16-Adam & Hannah Epler (A) 17-Ronnie Holbert/ 

Logan & Sally Harper (A) 22-Brooklyn Richmond/

Phillip & Natalie Seyler (A) 23-Adam & Danalea 

O’Connell 24-Ryan Vilain/ Ed & Lois Jenkins (A)  

 25-Valerie Neill 26-Colton Carpenter 27-Vicki Kerns 

Prayers– Those of Our Congregation 

 Our shut-in’s: Helen Potts & Brenda Fortney 

 Jackie Moore 

 Judy Garner 

 Debbie Mowbray-Health Issues 

 Loverine Pigott 

...Continued 

 The first way we surround ourselves with God is by believing that He is.  Belief is not 

just an acceptance of existence but a full immersion into the reality of God working in your 

life.  Abraham was called a friend of God (James 2:23).  The Bible focuses on Abraham daily 

depending on God as his guide in life.   

 In the second place, to surround ourselves with God is to read the Bible and pray.  If 

we are to be called friends of God, we must have conversations with Him.  Our Bible study 

and prayers should be thought of like a conversation.  David writes frequently of such conver-

sations between God and man.  Notice Psalm 119:169 “Let my cry come before You, O 

LORD; give me understanding according to Your word.” 

  A third point is to surround yourself with likeminded people.  Seek out daily 

influences who have the “mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16).  Elijah became depressed 

when he believed there was no one else who served God.  Even the most spiritually minded 

people will suffer if they do not have a support system of other Christ-like people.   

 And fourth, speak and do all according to the Lord (Colossians 3:17).  We can have all 

the influence and instincts but if we fail to act we can never be considered an expert in our 

field; we will not be holy.  By acting and speaking for God, we fulfill the work for which we 

have been trained.   

 Let us surround ourselves with God to be experts of Christianity, to be holy.    

-Mark Jones 

   

June/July  Card Distributor: Linda Williams/Susan Hartman 

June/July Baptismal Garments: Valerie Neill/Megan Jones 

June/July Greeters– 30- Need Greeter 7–Need Greeter 14–Need Greeter  

21–Need Greeter 28– Need Greeter 
(If you have a prayer request or need to put something in the bulletin– Please email or write it down 

and give it to Jessica Kerns before Thursday of that week:  bgptchurchofchrist@yahoo.com) 

        Our Record: June 23 
            Sunday Morning Assembly 

70 
                 Sunday Bible Class 

50 
Sunday Evening  

40 
      Wednesday Bible Study             

39 
        Contribution (Budget $4,000) 

                                  $2,870 

Elders:           Raymond Anderson, Lafe Hutcheson & Stan Williams 

Deacons:      Gene Wright, Don Riffle, Robbie Nichols, & Robbie Buffington 

Minister: Mark Jones  Phone:    (304) 842-6738 


