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 Have you ever just sat around a fire?  It is incredibly 

therapeutic.  A fire seems to bring out wonderful moments of 

reflection and conversation.  Fires are beneficial in many 

ways with the heat, light, and mood it produces. 

 God’s word is compared to a fire in Jeremiah 23:39.  

Like a fire it enlightens and penetrates.  I believe that the 

gospel is also a fire, and the church needs to be on fire to 

spread it properly.  I also believe that the church that is on 

fire for the Lord shines brightly in many ways and glorifies 

Him (cf. Matthew 5:16; Ephesians 3:21).  How I wish more 

brethren would take advantage of the times we burn brightly for the Lord in work and 

worship. 

 Have you ever been sitting around a fire that was beginning to dwindle, took a 

stick and stoked the coals, and the fire would burn brightly again?  It is amazing that just 

moving the burning coals around a little makes such a big difference in the fire. 

 There’s a lesson for all of us in this.  It is important to keep moving about serv-

ing, working, fellowshipping, and encouraging one another in the church.  Doing this 

breathes needed oxygen into the church and helps the gospel fire to burn in our hearts and 

lives.  The more of us “burning coals’ who move around, the brighter we will burn to-

gether for the Lord!  So, stoke the fire– stoke the folk! 

“And let us consider on another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking 

the assembling of ourselves together” (Hebrews 10:14-25).      -Edd Sterchi                            
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Stoke the Folk! 

ACTIVITIES FOR JANUARY: 

 Teen Night’s– Friday, Jan. 13  -6 pm (Hosted by the Hutcheson’s)  AND Friday, Jan. 20 –6 pm 

(Hosted by the Riffle’s) 

 Teen Dessert Social– Sunday, Jan. 29 –7 pm at Dairy Queen 

 Pleasant Acres Ladies Meeting-  Tuesday, Jan. 31  -7 pm at Pleasant Acres 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Welcome to Our One Day Lectureship  

                                      Bible Study:   “Exalting Christ In the Church”- Kevin Maul (WV School of Preaching) 

Worship:    “Exalting Christ In Our Home”- Sam Bartrug (Church of Christ in McConnelsville, OH) 

Luncheon will be held at the Benedum Civic Center 

Afternoon:   “Exalting Christ In Our Heart”- Craig Matheny (Oakhurst church of Christ) 

Singing will begin back at the church at 1:15 

***There will be no Evening Services Tonight*** 

 

 New Call System– There is a sign-up sheet on the back bulletin for you to list your phone number and 

whether or not you would want to receive a text or call 

 

 Mission Trip-Jessica Pigott is going on a mission trip to Ghana through Harding University.  She needs 

financial support for this trip.  The Elders have decided to give her $1,000.  If you would like to make a 

personal donation please give it to one of the Elders.  

 

 

 



Prayers– Family & Friends 

 James Cline (Father to a teacher at Johnson Elementary)- diagnosed with brain cancer. 

 Roberta Andrew (Raymond’s Sister) 

 Tony Hurtado (Sally Harper’s Father)- diagnosed with cancer.  Will undergo surgery– 6 month recov-

ery. 

 Terri Anderson (Raymond’s sister-in-law)- diagnosed with cancer. 

 Bonnie Cropp-loss of her friend, Dave. 

 Ralph Kelch (Rex’s Uncle)-in the hospital with pneumonia. 

 
(If you have a prayer request or need to put something in the bulletin– Please email or write it down 

and give to Julie Armstrong before Thursday of that week:  bgptchurchofchrist@yahoo.com) 
 
 
 

 January Birthdays & Anniversaries: 
 11– Stan Williams  12-Michaela Hutche-

son/Karrissa Knight  13-Wendell & Lou 

Skidmore (A)  17– Lillian Armstrong  22-Rob Arm-

strong/ Lafe & Lorna Hutcheson (A)  27-Kelly 

Shreves  28-Caleb Sutton/ Samantha Holbert 

Prayers– Those of Our Congregation 

 Our shut-in’s: Helen Potts  & Jackie Moore  

 Bob & Jackie  Moore 

 Eddie Swick-not doing well. 

 Bill Pigott– underwent a heart procedure on Jan. 10. 

 Almeada Eddy & Family– passing of her sister, Jo Yost.   

 Steve Cross 

Our Record: January 8 
 Sunday Morning Assembly 

102 
 Sunday Bible Class 

89 
Sunday Evening  

59 
Wednesday Bible Study 

                57 
  Contribution (Budget $3,400) 

                                  $4,035 

God’s Minorities 

During the time of NOAH was building an ark, he was very much in the minority– 

but he won in the end. 

When JOSEPH was sold into Egypt by his brothers, he was a decided minority– but 

he won in the end. 

When GIDEON and his 300 followers, with their broken pitchers and lamps, put the 

Midianites to flight, they were an insignificant minority– but they won in the end. 

When DAVID, ridiculed by his brothers, went out to meet Goliath, in size he was a 

conspicuous minority-but he won in the end. 

When ELIJAH prayed down fire from heaven and put the prophets of Baal to shame, 

he was a notable minority– but he won in the end. 

 What about you, my friend?  Are you in the minority, standing with Christ, or 

are you on the other side?  Why not stand where the faithful have always stood– in 

God’s minority.  You will win in the end if you do so. 

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to de-

struction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and diffi-

cult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). 

-Bulletin Digest 
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