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    A Confederate soldier was captured and sent to a 

Maryland prison in 1865.  While there he decided to write 

about his experiences as a soldier in the Civil War.  As he 

described “the vices of army life,” he revealed an old familiar 

side of human nature. 

 Gambling was a favorite pastime of many soldiers.  

Some were so addicted to it that they would bet half of their 

food rations in a card game.  Any soldier who tried to live 

right was ridiculed, and a soldier seen reading his Bible was 

mocked.  A funny thing happened, though, when battle began: 

 “When the shot and shell began to whiz by them, splintering rails and tearing off 

tree tops, with comrades falling around, they began to realize the great need of religion.  

One good battery with a good supply of grape and shell holding an elevated position 

could bring hard-hearted sinners to repentance.  It did not require a dozen old sisters 

with their turkey wings begging them to repent of their sins.  They were truly good then.  

But the great trouble was in keeping them so.  If his life was spared the sacred resolution 

would not be long remembered…..In less than a week the Bible reader would be a thing 

of the past, when gambling would go on as before and would not stop until the next signal 

for a fight was heard….” 

 How suddenly men change their attitude when the fear of death fills their souls!                                    
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When Change Doesn’t Last 

ACTIVITIES FOR AUGUST: 

 Song Request Singing Emphasis-Sunday, August 6  -6 pm (A sign-up sheet is posted on the back 
bulletin to write down your requests) 

 Ladies Annual Planning Meeting-Tuesday, August 8  -7 pm downstairs.  Dessert will be served!  
(All Ladies are encouraged to attend to sign-up for activities throughout the year and to discuss 
upcoming events) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Congratulations to Phillip & Natalie Seyler 

-Married on Saturday, July 22 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father & mother and hold fast to his wife,  
                                    and they shall become one flesh.”  -Genesis 2:24 

 
 WV Christian Youth Camp Dates: (Registration forms are available on the tables) 

  
All-Age Week-July 23-29  (Ages: 8-18)         Singing Emphasis Week-July 30-August 5  (Ages: 12-18) 

 
To Send Mail to our Campers: 

WVCYC 
425 Youth Camp Drive 
Pennsboro, WV 26415 

 
  

Dear Brethren,       

 Thank you so much for your generous contribution of $6,000 for the 

short term mission trip to Kenya, East Africa August 10-26, 2017.  The 

work planned includes: teaching and preaching in the villages, conducting 

the Kenya Christian Youth Camp, working with Healing Hands Internation-

al to conduct a drip irrigation seminar, and conduct evangelistic cam-

paigns with three different congregations.  I will also teach a short course 

at the Kenya School of Preaching.  This work would not be possible without 

your heart to give.  Please pray for the success and safety of this trip and 

especially that God might be glorified. 

In His Service, 

Michael P. Reese 



Prayers– Family & Friends 

 Tony Hurtado (Sally Harper’s Father) 

 Cassie Craig (Cheryl Kelch’s sister)- To send a card: 22580 Hoyle Circle Maxton, NC 28364 

 Mike Yost 

 Micah’s Family– struggling through some things after the passing of her Aunt. 

 Nancy Farley– slowly improving. 

 Dick Ray (Cathy Hart’s Father)- slowly improving from a recent fall. 

 Sally Harper’s Father in law– fell from a ladder & recovering from back surgery. 

 Tyler Hawkins– deployed, will return in  February. 

 Nancy Hillagus-recovering from surgery from a car accident. 

 Omario (Young man from Jamaica)- suffered a migraine/ seizure. 

 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries: 
22-Brooklyn Richmond 24-Ryan Vi-

lain/ Robbie & Micah Nichols (A)   

25-Valerie Neil 

Prayers– Those of Our Congregation 
 Our shut-in’s: Helen Potts, Jackie Moore & Brenda Fortney 

 Bob & Jackie  Moore 

 Vanessa Sandy 

 Ed Loy– recovering from having a disc removed. 

 Bob Moore– recently in the hospital. 

 Brenda Fortney-recently in the hospital-recovering from a heart attack. 

        Our Record: July 16 
            Sunday Morning Assembly 

99 
                 Sunday Bible Class 

67 
Sunday Evening  

53 
      Wednesday Bible Study             

58 
        Contribution (Budget $3,400) 

                                  $2,780 

Continued from the front…. 

Later in 1942 during World War II Army Chaplain William Thomas Cummings said, “There are no 

atheists in foxholes.”  When men walk through the valley of the shadow of death, pride gives way to 

fear and stubbornness turns to humility. 

 Sadly, that change can be an easy come, easy go experience.  Many go right back to the same 

old selfish way of living after the storm ceases.  In fact, when they have a relapse from their newfound 

religion, they are usually in a worse condition than before.  They become more hardened in rebellion 

and less affected by the next sign of danger. 

 Pharaoh was notorious for this fickle behavior.  When the plagues threatened to destroy his 

empire, he appeared to humble himself.  “But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened 

his heart” (Exodus 7:15).  His seeming change was only for awhile. 

 Strangely, many of the Israelites who left Egypt did the same thing.  When God descended on 

Sinai with thunder, smoke, and lightening and caused the earth to shake so violently that they trembled, 

the Israelites seemed committed to serving God.  After their feelings had subsided forty days later, they 

rebelled and worshipped a golden calf (Exodus 32). 

 When the tragedy of 9-11occurred, church attendance in many places soared.  People prayed 

more and talked about God openly.  They said, “We will never forget.”  But they did.  As the horror of 

those images faded from their minds, they went right back to their comfortable and carefree life.  Like 

Israel of old, their goodness was like early dew that soon vanished (Hosea 6:4). 

 Not all men in the Bible who were humbled by tragedy reverted to their carelessness after the 

danger had passed.  Manasseh (2 Chronicles 33:11-16), Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4), and the prodigal 

son (Luke 15:11-24) learned their lesson.  Whether we are on a battlefield, an operating table, or a dan-

gerous highway, we all decide what we will do with the trials of life that bring us to death’s door. 

-Kerry Duke 

 

  

Card Distributor: Cheryl Kelch 

July Baptismal Garments: Wendi Eagle 

(July- Greeters Needed) 

(If you have a prayer request or need to put something in the bulletin– Please email or write it down 

and give it to Julie Armstrong before Thursday of that week:  bgptchurchofchrist@yahoo.com) 

  Elders: Raymond Anderson, Lafe Hutcheson & Stan Williams 

  Deacons:   Gene Wright, Don Riffle, Robert Armstrong, Robbie Nichols ,Jeremy Sutton 

& Robbie Buffington 

  Minister: Ryan Currey  Phone:    (304) 842-6738             


